THE MAN I KNEW

especially pointing out to Douglas not to be too critical.
The King had invited him to stay before leaving for various
appointments. The King and Queen had also shown much
interest in our engagement and marriage, and at that time
the King's advice to me "not to interfere with his best
cavalry officer's work" was of great help to rne, though the
task was not difficult to carry out. As regards myself, I was
as Maid of Honour only a very ordinary girl, but the King,
by his many little kindnesses and occasional words of
interest, made me adore him as he did all those who came
near him intimately. We felt very deeply for the Queen in
her sorrow.

At that time Douglas had been granted leave of absence
from the Legislative Council, and again began travelling
about the country. At Simla, whenever possible, we camped
out at the week-ends and played golf at Naldera, usually
taking some friends with us.

It was now approaching the time when the Viceroy and
Lady Minto were to leave India, and farewell parties began
at Simla. Douglas presided over and arranged a large fare-
well ball to them, and over it he was very naughty, because
he would not allow any ladies to serve on the committee,
saying that they only caused friction and quarrelling. I
scolded him properly about it, but the ball was most suc-
cessful, which shows that men can organise even social
parties.

We left for Calcutta early in November, returning to our
Water Gate quarters, to which we were really delighted to
get back. They had all been painted up, and my yellow
chairs and muslin curtains looked so fresh and clean. On
the night of our arrival, the i4th of November, we dined
at Belvedere with Sir E. Baker, the Lieut-Governor of
Bengal, and met the Viceroy and Lady Minto. Sir E. Baker
and Lord Minto made delightful speeches. On the i6th
there was another farewell dinner for Their Excellencies at
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